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I.  The  Man  and  his  Mission. 

There  was  a  time,  not  very  far  back,  when  Christian 
ministers  and  teachers  of  men  knew  probably  very  little 
of  Swedenborg.     Those  were  the  days  when  ignorant 
zeal  inflamed  itself  over  proofs  of  insanity  and  in  denun- 
ciation of  "  heresy.''     All  that  is  changed.     The  "  heresy  " 
has  entered  the  Church  and  proven  itself  the  strongest 
barrier  to  the  incoming  scepticism.      The  clergy  have 
learned  something  of  the  man's  teachings,  and  are  usually 
in  haste  to  confess  themselves  his  debtor,  with  the  pro- 
viso, of  course,  in  most  cases,  that  they  are  not  to  be 
expected  to  confess  his  Divine  mission.     Reviewers  have 
become  tired  of  "biting  the  file,"  and  pass  along  the 
Swedenborgian  literature  with  various  pleasant  compli- 
ments.    Rationalistic  aspirants  make  themselves  merry 
over  the  phenomenon  of  an  otherwise  prodigiously  great 
man  gone  mad  from  activity  of  the  rehgious  sentiment. 
They  rejoice  to  find  in  Swedenborg  a  confirmation  of 
their  theory  that  "  the  seeing  of  angels  is  invariably  pre- 
ceded by  hysterical  symptoms,"  and  write  him  down  "with 
Isaiah  and  Jesus  and  Paul,"  among  those  "  whose  ideas 
co-ordinate  irrationally." 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  Swedenborg's  writings  are 
not  likely  to  be  deceived  by  this  attention,  although  they 
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may  find  much  in  it  to  rejoice  at.  It  recalls  the  Hindu 
fable  of  the  blind  men  who  were  taken  out  to  examine 
the  elephant.  One  got  to  his  tail,  and,  feeling  it,  re- 
ported, *'  He's  very  like  a  rope."  Another  felt  his  ear, 
and  said,  "  He's  very  like  a  fan.*'  Another  reaching  up 
over  his  body  thought  him  "very  like  a  hill."  A  fourth, 
getting  hold  of  his  huge  limbs,  thought  him  "like  a 
tree;"  while  a  fifth,  under  him,  said,  "He's  wondrous 
like  a  cave." 

"  And  thus  they  all  did  prate  about 
What  none  of  them  had  seen." 

Swedenborg  and  his  writings  present  a  problem  which 
is  not  likely  to  be  apprehended  with  any  great  degree  of 
suddenness.  The  progress  of  the  race  has  not  been  a 
continuous  advancement.  It  is  marked  by  decay  and 
revival ;  the  day  springs  out  of  darkness.  Of  himself 
man  has  neither  goodness  nor  truth.  All  that  he  re- 
ceives of  these  comes  down  from  the  Lord,  the  Sun  of 
heaven,  the  Light  of  life.  Truth  is  the  means  by  which 
His  light  and  life  comes  to  man.  It  guides  and  inspires 
human  progress.  Man  becomes  blind  or  indifferent  to 
it,  and  the  age  is  dark ;  it  is  revealed  anew  or  in  new 
forms,  and  the  morning  of  a  new  age  opens  upon  the 
world.  Every  step  in  human  progress  has  been  taken 
by  means  of  new  truth,  and  for  its  revelation  human 
instruments  are  necessary.  When  a  new  age  is  to  be 
initiated  the  Lord  calls  and  prepares  some  man  to  re- 
ceive and  communicate  the  truths  which  are  to  make 
and  enlighten  it.  This  is  such  an  age ;  Swedenborg  was 
such  an  instrument;  and  just  because  this  is  true  it  must 
take  time  to  get  used  to  the  new  order  of  things,  to  learn 
the  new  truths,  to  appreciate  the  man's  mission,  and  to 
find  his  place  in  history. 
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Now  those  who  have  taken  the  most  pains  to  become 
familiar  with  and  to  understand  the  writings  of  Sweden- 
borg have  settled  for  themselves  one  thing.     They  are 
sure  that  the  system  of  truth  taught  by  him  will  make 
the  faith  of  the  future.     They  are  not  disturbed  about 
the  man.     They  do  not  ask  whether  any  of  the  rulers 
have  believed  on  him.     They  have  the  heart's  perception 
and  the  mind's  conviction  that  what  he  teaches  is  not 
the  invention  of  his  genius,  but  Divine  Truth.      They 
see  signs,  moreover,  unmistakable  as  the  floods  of  spring- 
time, that  the  old  systems  of  thought  are  breaking  up ; 
signs  as  thick  as  buds  in  May  testifying  to  the  tendency 
of  thought  in  the  directions  he  has  indicated.      These 
signs,  both  negative  and  positive,  are  so  many  confirma- 
tions of  their  faith  in  the  Divine  origin  and  mission  of 
the  truths  he  has  taught  for  the  world.     Those  truths  are 
the  heralds,  and  are  to  be  the  teachers  of  a  new  dispen- 
sation  of  religion.     The   time   is   coming   when   pious 
people  will  cry  out  for  them  as  protection  against  doubt 
and  unbelief— as  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  as 
the  evidence  of  things  not  seen.     They  will  make  the 
faith,  the  philosophy,  and  the   science  the  institutions 
and  the  life  of  the  future,  worthy  of  the  promised  kingdom 
of  God.     Men  may  call  it  enthusiasm,  or  fanaticism,  or 
what  not ;  we  know  what  we  have  seen.     "  The  day  is 
coming,  and  now  is." 

And  if  all  this  which  must  come  could  be  brought 
about  through  a  rational  study  of  the  writings  of  Sweden- 
borg, without  care  or  thought  about  the  man,  none  would 
rejoice  more  than  those  who  have  most  fully  imbibed  the 
spirit  of  his  teaching.  It  is  the  teaching  of  the  man  that 
challenges  our  thought  We  may  assert,  or  deny  as  we 
please,  any  peculiarity  in  the  appointment  of  the  man,  or 
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in  the  manner  in  which  he  obtained  his  ideas,  but  it 
does  not  affect  the  case.  "  We  may  deny  that  the  river 
roUing  toward  the  sea  had  its  origin  in  the  mountain 
streams,  but  it  is  a  river  nevertheless,  and  has  an  origin 
somewhere  equal  to  its  dimensions."  It  does  not  essen- 
tially matter  whether  Swedenborg  wrote  in  London  or 
Amsterdam,  whether  he  was  sane  or  mad.  Here  are  his 
books  covering  every  field  of  faith  and  hope,  offering 
Divine  instruction  to  mind  and  heart,  inspiration  and 
guidance  to  troubled  souls.  They  are  what  they  are ; 
and  what  they  are,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  not  affected  by 
our  speculations  as  to  the  condition  of  the  man  one  way 
or  another.  It  would  be  the  part  of  good  sense,  there- 
fore, for  thoughtful  people  to  come  directly  to  the  ex- 
amination of  these  writings,  and  compare  them  with  the 
dictates  of  reason  and  the  letter  of  God*s  Word,  since 
this  must  be  done  at  last.  But  when  we  consider  the 
present  state  and  habit  of  thought  we  may  be  assured 
that  most  people  will  not  do  this.  They  will  ask  for  ex- 
ternal evidences  first.  Men  seek  in  this  day  first  of  all 
that  which  they  boast  their  ability  to  do  without.  Pro- 
fessing to  ignore  authority,  they  ask  for  the  credentials  of 
the  teacher.  Boasting  of  ability  to  judge  the  teaching 
on  its  own  merits,  they  inquire  into  the  antecedents,  the 
learning,  the  sanity,  and  popularity  of  the  teacher,  and 
are  more  influenced  by  the  answers  they  get  to  these  first 
questions  than  they  like  to  acknowledge.  We  may 
regret  that  this  is  so,  but  we  cannot  wholly  reverse  the 
habit  of  thought.  Who  was  Swedenborg?  and  what 
did  he  do?  and  what  does  he  claim?  are  questions 
legitimate  enough  if  they  are  not  the  most  important 
I  shall  not  tire  you  with  biography,  but  I  shall  try  to 
state  what  is  true  in  answer  to  these  questions,  and  to 
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indicate  the  true  course  of  inquiry  for  those  who  would 
be  assured  of  the  truth. 

Swedenborg  was   the   son  of  a  Lutheran   bishop,  a 
scholar,  a  practical  engineer,  intrusted  with  a  high  offi- 
cial  position,  a  man  of  science,  a  philosopher,  a  theo- 
logian, and  a  seer,  who  lived  between  1688  and  1772. 
This  life  of  fourscore  years'  untiring  energy  divides  itself 
A        upon  superficial  observation  into  two  periods.     The  first 
fifty  years  of  it  were  devoted  to  the  pursuit  of  natural 
learning  and  independent  investigations  in  science  and 
(       philosophy.     In   early  life  his   mind  was  carefully  and 
severely  cultivated,  and   he  developed  a  vigorous   and 
acute  intellect,  with  a  capacity  for  the  most  profound  and 
I      sustained  thought.     He  was  during   this  entire  period 
'      the  precise  type  of  man  which  this  generation  delights  to 
honour— strong,  keen,  self-reliant,  practical.      Endowed 
with  a  hardy  constitution,  he  had  a  calm,  placid  disposi- 
tion, led  an  active,  laborious,  cheerful  life,  travelling  con- 
tinually, and  keeping  himself  posted  in  the  developments 
of  scientific  research  and  practical  improvement ;  com- 
posed his  works  and  conducted  his  literary  business  un- 
u       aided;  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  confidence  of  his  king 
and  fellow-statesmen ;  held  a  government  position  as  as- 
sessor in  the  College  of  Mines,  and  developed  the  mineral 
^       wealth  of  Sweden;   discussed   politics  in   the   Senate; 
memorialized    the  government  on  finance   and    other 
weighty  matters ;  while  he  was  elaborating  in  private  and 
publishing  from  time  to  time   the  results  of  the   most 
^      sublime    and    extensive    philosophical    attempts    upon 
which  any  single  man  ever  ventured.     Here,  I  say,  was 
the  type  of  man  which  our  age  believes  in ;— learned, 
^        standing  far  ahead  of  his  generation  ;  exact,  trained  in 
mathematical  accuracy  and  schooled    to   observation; 
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practical,  seeing  at  once  some  useful  application  of  every 
new  discovery ;  a  man  of  affairs,  able  to  take  care  of  his 
own  and  bear'his  part  in  the  nation's  councils;  aspiring, 
ic^noring  no  useful  application,  but  content  with  no 
achievement  short  of  a  final  philosophy  of  causes ;  induc- 
tive, taking  nothing  for  granted  but  facts  of  experiment, 
and  seeking  to  ascend  therefrom  to  a  generalization 
which  shall  explain  them — this  is  the  sort  of  man  which 
in  our  day  we  consider  sound  and  useful  and  grand. 
Such  was  Swedenborg  the  assessor.  A  more  pene- 
trating, untiring,  laborious,  and  practical  man  of  science 

never  lived. 

Experimental  science  had  been  steadily  advancing.  A 
century  and  a  half  of  unprecedented  activity  had  led  to 
the  repudiation  of  the  dogmas  of  the  schoolmen  and 
the  vindication  of  observation  and  experiment.  Materials 
were  accumulated  which  awaited  the  advent  of  a  mind 
capable  of  philosophical  generalization.  "  Harvey  had 
shown  the  circulation  of  the  blood  " — to  use  the  language 
of  Emerson; — "Gilbert  had  shown  that  the  earth  is  a 
magnet ;  Descartes,  taught  by  Gilbert's  magnet,  with  its 
vortex,  spiral,  and  polarity,  had  filled  Europe  with  the 
leading  thought  of  vortical  motion  as  the  secret  of  nature. 
Newton,  in  the  year  in  which  Swedenborg  was  born, 
published  his  "Principia"  and  established  universal 
gravity.  Malpighi,  following  the  doctrines  of  Hippocrates, 
Leucippus,  and  Lucretius,  had  given  emphasis  to  the 
dogma  that  nature  works  in  leasts — toia  in  mi?timis 
existit  natura.  Unrivalled  dissectors,  Swammerdam, 
Leeuwenhoek,  Winslow,  Eustachius,  Heister,  Vieussens, 
and  Boerhaave  had  published  the  revelations  of  the 
microscope  in  human  and  comparative  anatomy.  Lin- 
nseus,  Swedenborg's  contemporary,  was  affirming  in  his 
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beautiful  science  that  nature  is  always  like  herself.  And 
lastly,  the  nobility  of  method,  the  largest  application  of 
principle,  had  been  exhibited  by  Leibnitz  and  Christian 
Wolf  in  cosmology,  while  Locke  and  Grotius  had  drawn 
the  moral  argument."  Emerson  says  truly  it  is  easy  to 
see  in  these  minds  the  origin  of  Swedenborg's  studies, 
since  their  work  was  an  open  invitation  to  a  man  of  his 
genius  to  go  over  their  ground,  examine  their  results, 
and  generalize  a  philosophy  such  as  none  of  them  had 

.       conceived.  . 

\  He  possessed  a  quality  of  analysis  so  searchmg  and 

I       discriminative  as   to  be  altogether  microscopic   m  its 
character  and  application,  united  with  a  most  wonderful 
^       power  of  generalization.     By  these  faculties  of  his  mmd 
^1     he  was  enabled  to  combine  the  strength  of  both  the  old 
and  the  new  philosophy,  and  by  a  clear  analytic  and 
synthetic  comparison  of  every  whole  with  its  parts,  and 
of  the  parts  with  the  whole,  he  did  what  had  never  been 
done  before,  he  opened  science  to  the  light  of  reason 
and  to  its  true  position  as  a  servant  of  rational  philosophy. 
His  method  not  only  enabled  him  to  anticipate  conclu- 
/       sions  which  experimental  science  was  tardy  enough  in 
'       reaching,  but  it  brought  him  face  to  face  with  the  problems 
which  in  our  day  have  opened  to  the  thought  of  all— and 
I       to  many  with  such  appalling  suggestion— the  search  for 
*       the  soul  and  the  demonstration  of  the  infinite.     Wolf 
and  his  school  were  content  to  speculate  on  the  soul  as 
the  inmost  and  subtlest  part  of  the  body.     ''  If  it  be  so, 
^      said  the  more  practical  Swedenborg,  "let  me  search  it 
out  and  demonstrate  it  to  the  very  senses."     He  would 
not  speculate  except  with  his  feet  planted  firmly  on  a 
verified  foundation.     He  read  himself  up  in  anatomy  with 
a  thoroughness  of  intelligence  of  which  his  books  and 
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manuscripts  are  the  amazing  proofs ;  and  the  records  of 
eleven  years'  arduous  pursuit,  commenced  and  carried 
on  in  middle  life,  manifest  to  a  discerning  eye  the  "  easy 
and  gigantic  grasp  of  his  imperial  intellect." 

I  do  not  intend  to  go  on  with  this.  I  speak  only  of 
the  man  to  show  that  he  was  a  faithful  observer  and 
sound  philosopher.  Rich  says  he  was  *'not  so  much 
a  scientific  man  as  a  man  thoroughly  master  of  the 
sciences. '*  His  method  was  inductive  enough  to  suit 
our  day,  with  a  thorough  aversion  to  the  forcing  of 
reason  and  fact  into  the  support  of  pet  theories.  He 
was  practical ;  an  enthusiast,  but  no  visionary ;  devoted 
to  his  studies,  but  thoroughly  alive  to  affairs  and  common- 
sense.  He  was  progressive.  He  never  flattered  himself 
that  he  had  achieved  a  great  success.  No  sooner  had 
he  accomplished  one  task  than  another  more  difficult 
challenged  his  industry  and  skill.  No  sooner  had  he 
detected  an  error  than  he  abandoned  it  to  besin  over 
again  his  patient  search.  He  was  never  hurried,  never 
confused.  Such  was  the  man  who,  while  still  engaged 
upon  his  "  Animal  Kingdom,"  at  the  ripe  age  of  fifty-six 
years,  being  in  the  full  maturity  of  his  powers,  received 
a  "  call " — that  mysterious  something  which  many  affect 
to  despise,  but  which  for  some  reason  since  history  began 
has  ever  been  connected  with  the  men  whose  feet  have 
rested  most  firmly  on  the  earth  of  common-sense,  and 
whose  faces  have  reflected  the  earliest  and  latest  beams 
of  the  illuminating  sun. 

Consider  now  for  a  moment  the  work  of  the  remaining 
years  of  this  remarkable  life.  It  is  accessible  in  English 
in  some  thirty  octavo  volumes  of  theological  writings. 
I.  They  present  an  orderly,  logical,  and  spiritual  theo- 
logy.    All  the  great   Christian  doctrines  are  treated  in 


their  order  and  relations,  in  an  entirely  new  method,  with 
patient  discrimination  and  refutation  of  the  errors  which 
had  defiled  the  faith  of  the  Church,  and  with  a  calm, 

a         clear,  and  consistent  presentation  of  scriptural  doctrine. 
2    They  present  a  system  of  spiritual  interpretation  of 
Holy  Scripture  which,  however  confusing  from  its  newness 
to  novitiates,  is  found  to  be  entirely  consistent  with  itself, 
and  to  evolve  from  all  parts  of  the  Sacred  Word  an 
orderly,    connected,    and    intelligible    spiritual    sense 
«  Whether  good  or  bad,  true  or  false,  it  xs  complete,   and 
was  complete  in    i749-     "Although,  undoubtedly,  his 
spiritual  experience  developed,  no  alteration,  no  qualih- 
cation  no  revision  of  this  system  of  interpretation  was 
afterwards  needed  or  made."     3-  They  present  a  system 
of  psychology  as  unique  as  it  is  logically  consistent ;  an 
analysis  of  the  spiritual  world,  and  of  man  as  a  spiritual 
be£    and  of  the  relation  of  this  world  to  the  other, 
which  is  rational  in  itself,  consistent  with  every  known 
fact  of  science,  and  a  complete  answer  to  the  questions 
which  have  perplexed  man  in  all  ages.     "There  are  no 
self-contradiction,  in  it,  no  violent  distortions,  no  aber- 
)         rant  flights  of  fancy,  no  wildness,  no  confusion       The 
/  doctrine  of  the  soul  and  of  the  spiritual  world     xplams 

the  claim  of  the  Seers  to  have  "heard  and  seen,    and  is 
n  entire  harmony  with  the  descriptions  which  are  given 
"         in  these  works  of  the  other  world  and  of  life  there,  while 
the  descriptions  illustrate  the  doctrme. 

When  these  theological  works  were  published  to  the 

*  world  they  were  wholly  and  directly  revolutionary.     The 

*  lo^  rines  they  opposed  in  the  then  current  theology  are 
precisely  those  which  the  Churches  have  since   found 

.         S  mseWes  obliged  to  give  up  before  the  advance^  o 
natural  reason.     The  new  faith  of  to-day,  which  is  most 
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secure  against  the  advancing  tides  of  scepticism,  is  pre- 
cisely that  which  approximates  most  closely  to  the  truths 
taught  in  these  books.  The  revolutions  that  have  been, 
and  are,  taking  place  are  those  which  these  books  fore-  , 

cast. 

How,  then,  will  you  explain  this  wonderful  achieve- 
ment of  genius,  on  the  supposition  that  Swedenborg  in- 
vented this  remarkable  system  of  spiritual  philosophy, 
theology,  and  scriptural  interpretation?     Does   it   bear  W 

no  relation  to  his  previous  half  century  of  scientific  study  ? 
And  is  there  no  transition  in  the  development  of  his  mind 
which  may  explain  it  ?  There  was  a  transition,  and  there 
is  an  explanation,  and  but  one.  For  that  we  must  return 
to  his  **  call  '^  and  consider  his  own  announcement  of  his 
mission. 

"  Spirits  are  finely  touched  but  to  fine  issues,*'  it  has 
been  said.     When  this  new  western  world  was  to  be 
discovered  a  Columbus  was  forthcoming;  yet  even  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  expecting  to  find,  not  a  new  con- 
tinent, but  the  east  boundary  of  the  old.     A  land  was 
found  which  far  exceeded  his  hopes,  but  it  was  not  that 
of  his  demonstrations.     So  Swedenborg,  having  explored 
by  rational  means  the  whole  compass  of  nature  from  a 
point's  first  quality  to  the  ultimate  inter-relationship  of 
sidereal  systems,  aspired  to  reach  the  science  of  "  ends 
and  causes ; "  by  the  providence  of  God,  and  in  a  way 
he  had  not  foreseen,  he  found  the  New  Jerusalem  and 
the  **Arcana  Coelestia."*    Yea,  it  is  the  old  story  of  man's        ^ 
need,  God's  Providence,  and  a  human  instrument  called       ^ 
and  prepared  !     And  when  we  have  tried  every  invention 
of  human  speculation  to  escape  the  logic  of  this  world- 
old   fact  that  God  prepares  mediums  and  uses  them,         i^ 
*  See  M'Cully's  '*  Swedenborg  Studies,'*  p.  32. 


V  I  t 


when  we  have  sounded  the  depths  of  scepticism  and 
become  sceptical  of  scepticism  itself,  we  may  set  our- 
selves  again  to  ponder  the  reasonableness  and  mercy  of 
the  Divine  means  for  the  help  of  the  world  in  every  crisis 

of  its  necessity. 

Always  devout  and  reverent,  yet  it  is  probable  that 
Swedenborg  was  not  during  his  scientific  career  what  is 
commonly  called  religious.      Morrel   complams  of  his 
credentials  to  philosophy  because  ''  he  was  never  seep- 
tical ; ''  but  while  he  had  not  a  doubt  of  God  and  the 
great'  verities  of  religion,  he  had  never  felt  in  his  soul 
perhaps  that  searching  baptism  of  spiritual  fire  which 
makes   belief    personal   and    regeneration   a  conscious 
experience.      In  174S,  while  engaged  upon  his  "  Animal 
Kingdom,"  this  experience  came  to  him.     He  became 
the  subject  of  deep  religious  concern;  dreams  multiplied 
upon  him,  some  of  them  fantastic,  some  of  them  sugges- 
tive,   and  the  mental  anxiety  consequent  upon  severe 
temptations.     He  did  not  drop  his  work.     He  was  still 
busy  with  his  yet  unmanageable  doctrine  of  "Correspond- 
ence."    He  had  a  new  philosophical  work  to  mature 
and  publish.     He    led   outwardly  an   active,  cheerful, 
laborious  life  as  before.      And  yet  at   the  same  time 
he  was  experiencing  and  recording  with   coolness  and 
candour  sundry  dreams,  visions,  and  temptations  which 
he  could  only  understand  as  they  did  their  perfect  work. 
For  he  had  had  a  vision  of  God-Messiah,  and  been 
called  to  a  holy  office  for  which  he  must  first  be  prepared. 
He  met  his  experiences  calmly,  although  he  understood 
them  as  little  at  the  first  as  the  men  who  hastily  deny 
them  altogether.     He  did  not  deny  them.     He  recorded 
them,  together  with  his  impressions  of  their  meaning  and 
purpose,  in  his  private  "Dream-Book"   and  "Dtary,. 
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waiting  to  be  taught  and  praying  to  be  guided  and  pre- 
pared for  what  service  the  Lord  had  in  store  for  him. 
He  did  not  rush  into  the  world  preaching  fanaticism; 
he  waited,  and  looked  up  and  learned  like  a  true  disciple. 
The  heart  of  the  man  gave  itself  to  its  Saviour  and 
teacher ;  the  dreams  grew  less  frequent  and  the  visions 
more  distinct.  Like  the  man  in  the  Gospels,  "blind 
from  his  birth,"  whose  eyes,  under  the  Divine  healing  of 
Christ's  touch,  saw  first  "men  as  trees  walking,"  and 
afterward  "every  man  clearly,"  Swedenborg  found  his 
spiritual  senses  quicken  and  gradually  open,  and  himself 
at  last  a  Seer.  Like  a  traveller  into  the  undiscovered 
country,  he  had  to  grow  used  to  its  phenomena  and  the 
laws  of  their  combination,  to  its  people  and  the  laws 
of  life  among  them.  As  his  experiences  in  a  new 
world  accumulated  the  light  of  analysis  was  given  him, 
an  understanding  of  what  he  saw,  an  insight  into  the 
laws  of  spiritual  life  and  of  Divine  Revelation.  And  why? 
His  claim  is  perfectly  distinct,  iterated  again  and 
again  with  the  utmost  simplicity  and  absence  of  self- 
consciousness,  that  the  Lord  manifested  Himself  before 
him,  His  servant,  and  sent  him  on  his  office,  and  afterwards 
opened  the  sight  of  his  spirit,  and  so  let  him  into  the 
spiritual  world  that  he  might  be  able  to  teach  a  rational 
faith  from  the  Word  of  the  Lord  for  the  future  Church. 
Whereupon  we  are  seized  with  instant  incredulity  !  But 
we  need  not  be  foolish  in  denying  what  we  do  not  know 
about.  Circumspect  we  may  be,  but  we  need  not  destroy 
the  possibility  of  discipleship  by  a  denial  as  irrational 
as  a  blind  faith.  We  cannot  say  such  a  thing  is  impos- 
sible, for  we  do  not  know  that  Let  us  rather  ask,  Why 
should  this  thing  be  ?  Reasons  we  may  indeed  ;ask  for; 
and  he  gives  them : — 
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1.  He  tells  us  that  the  Church  was  sunk  in  spiritless 
formalism  and  equally  lifeless  speculative  discussion  of 
dogma,  and  that  the  Lord  would  revive  it  according  to 
His  promise  and  restore  to  the  world  the  spiritual  doctrmes 

of  faith. 

2.  That  no  rational  belief  in  a  spiritual  and  eternal 
world  remained,  and  that  to  restore  it  to  men  there  was 
needed  the  human  experience  of  life  in  the  spiritual  world 
from  which  to  deduce  in  rational  light  the  true  knowledge 

of  that  world. 

3.  That  belief  in  the  Word  of  God,  being  practically 
dead,  would,  under  the  questioning  of  natural  learning, 
become  more  and  more  rejected  in  the  Churches.  That 
to  provide  against  this  it  was  necessary  that  the  law  of 
Divine  creation  and  revelation  should  be  learned  by 
observation  and  experience  in  the  spiritual  world,  and 
rationally  applied  to  the  opening  of  the  spiritual  sense  of 

Holy  Scripture. 

4.  That  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian  rehgion,  being 
falsified,  needed  to  be  retaught,  and  in  new  forms,  appre- 
hensible to  spiritual  reason,  and  that  for  this  was  needed 
a  teacher  trained  in  spiritual  experience,  introduced  mto 
the  sphere  of  heavenly  wisdom,  and  submissive  to  the 
illuminating  guidance  of  the  Lord. 

S.  That  thus  the  old  order  of  the  Church  having  come 
to  its  crisis,  and  being  about  to  pass  away  in  unbelief, 
the  Lord  would  accomplish  His  Second  Coming  m  the 
revelation  of  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Divine  Word  and 
its  heavenly  doctrines  to  men. 

And  are  not  the  reasons  good  in  fact?  Has  not  the 
old  faith  lost  its  hold?  Has  not  the  unbelief  come? 
Does  not  the  faith  of  the  devout  tremble  before  the 
assaults  of  scepticism  in  the  very  centres  of  the  Churches? 
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And  do  we  not  need  "  light,  more  light " — light  on  the 
existence  of  the  soul  and  nature  of  its  eternal  life ;  light 
on  the  nature  of  God  and  His  manifestations  to  man ; 
light  on  the  meaning  of  Holy  Scripture ;  light  on  the 
way  of  life  ;  light  on  ten  thousand  speculative  problems, 
small  in  themselves,  but  mighty  in  their  power  to  unsettle 
faith,  to  take  the  foundations  from  morality  and  the 
inspiration  out  of  life  ?  Do  not,  my  friends,  belittle  the 
crisis  of  the  hour  and  overlook  the  need  of  the  Churches. 
Do  not  shut  your  eyes  to  the  struggle  that  impends 
between  belief  in  God  and  His  Word  and  Divine  right- 
eousness on  the  one  hand,  and  a  materialism  that  makes 
us  irresponsible  and  hopeless  as  the  stones  on  the  other. 
Do  not  close  your  ears  to  the  world's  cry  for  some  word 
of  authority  and  certainty. 

If  all  this  has  come,  and  threatens  to  make  our  civili- 
zation worthless,  is  there  not  some  reason  in  the  claim 
of  the  man  who  could  forecast  it,  and  tell  us  of  the  Divine 
anticipation  of  all  our  needs  and  woes  in  the  revelation 
of  "  truths  which  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations  ?  " 
Ay,  but  how  shall  we  know  that  these  are  the  truths  we 
need,  and  that  this  man  was  not  mistaken  in  his  mission, 
even  though  there  may  be  a  clear  need  for  some  such 
mission  ? 

*'  Taste  and  see ;  " — and  this  is  what  I  told  you  at  the 
first.  There  is  no  testimony  that  will  hold  but  the 
heart's  perception  and  the  mind's  conviction.  '"'The 
facts  of  the  life  of  Swedenborg,  his  wonderful  intellectual 
achievements,  the  comprehensiveness  of  his  learning, 
the  testimonies  of  his  contemporaries  to  the  purity,  the 
unselfishness,  the  moral  grandeur  of  his  life,  all  this 
weighs  as  nothing  when  it  comes  to  accepting  a  system 
of  doctrine  as  Divinely  revealed."     If  you  have  felt  the 
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need  in  your  own  soul  of  truth  from  God  which  shall 
make  His  ways  clear  and  your  faith  secure  and  your 
duty  plain,  search  where  perhaps  you  may  find  it ;  read 
these  writings  thoughtfully,  and  see  whether  they  bear 
the  Divine  test  of  the  Coming  of  Christ— the  blind  see, 
the  lame  walk,  the  deaf  hear,  the  lepers  are  cleansed — 
whether  they  are  able  to  make  you  whole  after  the  stature 
of  a  man  in  Christ  Jesus. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  camping  on  the  lake-side,  we  found 
a  fountain  gushing  from  the  base  of  a  hill.  It  was  an 
unpromising  spot,  the  approach  was  muddy  and  diffi- 
cult, the  surroundings  were  all  uninviting,  but  once  I 
had  tasted  of  that  spring  nothing  in  the  surroundings 
could  discourage  me  from  its  refreshing  waters.  Even 
so,  having  tasted  of  the  water  of  life  in  these  heavenly 
doctrines,  men  may  defile  the  man  and  heap  all  the 
reproach  of  proud  scepticism  upon  those  who  will  con- 
fess his  mission ;  but  I  know  that  the  fountain  is  pure, 
and  that  its  streams  gush  out  of  the  throne  of  God  and 
the  Lamb.  "  Whosoever  will,  let  him  come  and  drink 
thereof." 

II.  What  He  Taught. 

It  was  said  of  the  Lord  that  He  taught  as  one  having 
authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes.  This  is  the  character- 
istic of  whatever  comes  from  God  and  is  true.  There  is 
one  kind  of  authority  which  the  rational  man  dislikes — 
the  authority  of  men,  which  enforces  itself  from  without, 
and  demands  conformity  to  a  conventional  standard; 
and  there  is  another  kind  of  authority  which  the  rational 
man  acknowledges  with  joy  and  humility— the  authority 
which  the  truth  brings  with  it  in  its  own  light  from  God. 
I  spoke  of  Swedenborg  and  his  mission  to  show  how 
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unavailing  ,s  any  external  evidence  of  his  authority  as 
a  teacher  sent  of  God.  His  intellectual  power,  «^the 
comprehensiveness  of  his  learning,  the  esteem  of  hi 
kmg  and  his  fellow  nobles  and  academicians,  the  puritt 
unselfishness,  and  moral  grandeur  of  his  1  fe,  aSS 
weighs  as  nothing  when  it  comes  to  accepting  the  system 
of  doctrines  taught  by  him  as  Divine  Trut?.»  It  nZ 
arrest  the  attention  of  men,  and  awaken  a  desire  in  some 

at  al  lol  !i^  ^-   ^^^'  """^^  ^°'"^'  'f  "  i«  t«  ^ome 

at  a  ,  to  the  mind  itself  with  the  light  which  truth  bears 

m  ts  own  bosom  from  God.  The  authority  of  Divine 
hsel  to  r  T  "''  "P""  ^^'^™^^  evidence,  but  asserts 
aIh  1  "  '  P''"P''°"  "°^  '^^  ""'"d's  conviction, 
and  th/^t^'"'  ^"T"  ^"'^'  of  authority-or..  worthless 
and  the  other  worth  everything-so  there  are  two  kinds 
oftn,u^ry-or.,  hopeless  and  the  other  full  of  prom£ 
There  is  one  little  question  with  which  a  great  many  men 
have  put  out  the  eyes  of  their  soul.     You  have  buHo 

life  tl7 'I'^^^'l'^''''^''  "  ^^  anything;  and  though, 
hke  the  angel  in  the  sun,  you  stood  ensphered  in  licht 
your  mind  must  be,  so  long  as  you  keep  it  on  that 
question  with  respect  to  that  subject,  in  utter  darknes 
If  you  start  out  with  the  question  whether  there  is  any 
ground  beneath  your  feet,  whether  there  are  any  objects 
external  to  you   the  more  deeply  you  study  the  que  tion 
he  more  completely  you  will  involve  yourself  in  doubt 
If  you  ask  what  these  objects  are,  what  are  their  nature 
and  properties,  what  is  the  truth  about  them,  of  course 
you  call  learn ;  and  when  you  have  learned  you  will  have 
no  need  of  the  silly  question  whether  they  Le  anything 
But  ,f  you  start  with  that  question,  to  settle  it  first  of  all 
and  finally,  you  can  very  easily  put  out  the  only  eyes  by 
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which  you  will  ever  learn  the  truth  about  things.     And 
so,  of  course,  if  you  begin  with  the  questions,  "  Is  there 
a  God  ? "  "  Is  there  a  life  after  death  ? "  and  intend  to 
settle  those  questions  before  you  will  heed  or  learn  any- 
thing about  God  or  the  life  after  death,  you  will  only  get 
deeper  into  the  questions,  and   thus  more  involved  in 
doubt     That  is  the   hopeless  state  of  a  good  deal   of 
philosophical  scepticism  to-day.     There  is  no  help  that 
can  be  offered  it.     If  you  want  to  know  what  it  must  end 
in,  you  may  read  in  Canon  Kingsley's  "  Hypatia,"  the  out- 
come of  the  ancient  philosophies  as  portrayed  in  the  medita- 
tions of  Raphael  Aben-Ezra,  when  "fairly  and  safely  landed 
at  the  very  bottom  of  the  bottomless, . .  .  disporting  on  the 
firm  floor  of  primeval  nothingness."  Nothing  can  comeof  it 
but  self-confusion,  and  doubt  which  doubts  its  doubting. 
The  inquiry,  on  the  other  hand,  which  is  directed  into 
the  nature  and  quality  of  things,  which  asks  for  the  truth 
about  them,  with  a  desire  to  learn  the  use  of  them  and 
relationship  to  them,  is  full  of  promise.     It  is  a  teachable 
state  of  mind,  capable  of  seeing  the  truth,  and  of  feeling 
the  Divine  authority  of  the  truth  when  seen.     It  may 
doubt  what  it  has  been  taught,  because  it  can  see  no 
reason  in  it,  and  therefore  no  authority  for  believing  it ; 
but  it  does  not  deny,  it  questions.     It  questions  religious 
teachings  in  the  same  way  it  questions  any  other  teachings 
that  seem  irrational ;  not  to  make  a  reason,  but  to  find 
one  in  the  very  truth  itself.     And  this  state  of  inquiry  is 
also  very  prevalent  to-day.     Much  that  is  called  scepti- 
cism is  nothing  else.     It  denies  current  theology  because 
it  can  see  no  reason  in  it,  and  no  authority  but  that  of 
the  scribes.     It  asks  for  the  authority  of  the  truth  itself 
about  God  and  immortality,  that  it  may  see  and  know 
and  walk  in  the  light. 
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Now  I  have  said  the  writings  of  Swedenborg  forecast 
the  prevalence  of  this  state  of  earnest  and  independent 
inquiry,  and  contain  the  truths  that  meet  its  need.     They 
assume  the  facts  which  are  the  subjects  of  religious  in- 
quiry—God,  Revelation,  the  Incarnation,  Redemption, 
and  Regeneration—and  explain  them.     If  any  man  7viil 
heed  nothing  until  it  is  first  proved  to  him  that  there 
IS  a  God,  and  was  such  a  thing  as  an  Incarnation,  or  is 
any  such  real  fact  as  Regeneration,  these  doctrines  offer 
hmi  many  a  reason,  but  no  hope  of  conviction  until  he 
will  change  his  will,  which  he  can  do,  if  he  will.     But 
if  he  will  learn  about  these  things,  if  he  will  ask  the 
meaning  and  harmony  and  use  of  these  great  Christian 
doctrines,  he  will  find  in  the  writings  of  Swedenborg  a 
radically  new  answer,  which,  when  he  has  worthily  pon- 
dered  it,  will  need  no  proof,  but  will  speak  to  his  soul 
with  authority. 

We  ask  what  is  the  answer  ?  How  does  it  differ  from 
all  the  other  answers  with  their  endless  differences,  and 
yet  essentially  irrational  basis  ?  When  the  Church  spoke 
with  authority  it  laid  down  its  irrational  dogmas  and 
forbade  men  to  think ;  now  every  teacher  sets  forth  his 
own  dogma,  and  there  seems  to  be  very  little  certainty 
even  among  believers.  What  is  the  difference  ?  What 
is  the  teaching  of  Swedenborg  but  another  version  of 
the  same  old  dogmas  ?  I  shall  try  to  tell  the  difference, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  antithesis  I  shall  use 
the  terms  "  old  "  and  "  new  "  theology. 

I.  The  old  theology  presented  an  irrational  and  mon- 
strous idea  of  God  ;  irrational,  because  ascribing  to  Him 
antagonistic  attributes ;  and  monstrous,  because  justifying 
in  Him  what  is  condemned  in  man.  It  represented  Him 
as  both  love  and  wrath,  as  both  one  and  three,  as  change- 
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less  and  changeable,  as  unalterably  fixing  all  that  comes 
to  pass,  and  yet  holding  man  responsible  for  his  acts. 
Modern  scepticism  is  an  outcry  against  this  doctrine, 
r\  and  modern  Christian  rationalism  is  an  attempt  to  ex- 
plain away  its  terms,  and  at  the  same  time  justify  the 
ways  of  God  to  man. 

The  new  theology  leaves  this  doctrine  to  bury   its 
dead,  and  presents  in  the  place  of  it  one  rational  and 
worthy  of  the  subject.     It  teaches  that  God  is  love  and 
wisdom,  or  goodness  and  truth,  in  their  absolute  being  j 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  this  love  and  wisdom  clothed  in  a 
humanity   which   they   have   glorified;    that   the    Holy 
Spirit  is  this  love  and  wisdom  going  forth  as  the  life  and 
light  of  all  souls.     Instead  of  a  God  consisting  of  three 
persons,  unlike  in  attributes  and  functions,  and  thus  in 
idea  three  not  merely  distinct  but  dissimilar  beings,  we 
have  one  God  of  love,  wisdom,  and  power;  instead  of 
one  God  becoming  incarnate  to  appease  the  wrath  of 
another  through  His  innocent  sufferings,  we  have  the  one 
Lord  God,  unchangeable  in  His  love  and  mercy,  mani- 
festing Himself  according   to  the   different   states  and 
needs  of  men,  and  finally  revealing  His  goodness  and 
truth  and  their  operation  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ, 
as  will  and  intellect  and  their  energy  are  embodied  in 
the  person  of  a  man ;  and  instead  of  a  God  who  loves 
only  the  good,  and  hates  and  punishes  the  evil  eternally,. 
we  have  a  God  whose  Holy  Spirit  of  unchanging  love 
and  wisdom  is  ever  going  forth  and  operating  for  the 
salvation  of  all,  and  for  the  mitigation  of  the  conse- 
quences in  those  who  will  not  receive  their  life  and  light. 
II.  The  old  theology  taught  that  the  fall  of  man  is 
L     the  sin  of  Adam  which  has  been  entailed  upon  all  his 
posterity ;  that  God's  sentence  passed  upon  all  mankind 


22 


Swedenborg  and  Scepticism, 


Swedenhorg  and  Scepticism, 


23 


•^. 


in  punishment  of  the  sin  of  Adam  is  physical  death ;  and 
that  Redemption  consisted  in  the  saving  of  God  from  the 
necessity  of  keeping  the  laws  of  His  eternal  justice,  and 
the  saving  of  the  elect  from  punishment,  by  the  sacrifice 
of  Christ,  who  took  upon  Himself  the  punishment  due  to 

all  sin. 

The  new  theology  teaches  that  the  fall  of  man  is  his 
fall  through  disobedience  from  harmony  with  the  will  of 
God  to  the  love  and  worship  of  self;  that  the  death 
which  accompanies  his  fall  is  the  extinction  of  his  spiri- 
tual nature  in  "  carnal-mindedness ; "  and  that  Redemp- 
tion is  the  saving  of  man  from  this  state  of  sin,  through 
the  operation  of  Divine  Love  and  Wisdom  in  his  soul, 
leading  him  to  see  and  live  according  to  the  laws  of 
God.  The  fall  and  redemption  of  man  have  their 
historical  and/^r^^^/^/ aspects.  Historically  and  personally 
the  "  fall "  is  the  turning  of  man  from  the  love  and  service 
of  God  to  the  testimony  and  persuasions  of  the  senses ; 
and  whether  in  the  individual  or  the  race,  the  result 
is  spiritual  death.  But  historically  considered,  this 
result  was  cumulative,  registering  itself  in  a  deteriorated 
spiritual  organism,  and  increasing  through  a  long  line  of 
tainted  ancestry,  and  culminating  in  human  inability  to 
throw  off  the  bondage  to  the  sensuous  nature  and  the 
evil  spirits  operating  through  it.  Redemption,  histori- 
cally considered,  was  the  work  of  Divine  Love  and 
Wisdom,  operative  in  and  through  Jesus  Christ  to  break 
up  this  bondage  of  the  race,  that  they  might  operate 
through  His  Spirit  in  every  soul  to  lead  it  in  freedom  to 
shun  evil  and  do  good. 

Is  man,  then,  not  guilty  for  the  sin  of  Adam  or 
original  sin?  No,  he  is  not;  for  guilt  is  not  trans- 
missible.    Did  the  original  "  fall  of  man,"  then,  in  no 
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way  affect  his  posterity  ?  Yes,  it  did ;  because  a  deteri- 
orated spiritual  organism,  and  hence  tendencies  and  pro- 
clivities to  evil  are  transmissible.  How,  then,  did  the 
life  and  work  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ  affect  this  inherited 
nature  of  man?  It  restored  all  men  to  freedom, 
(i)  By  the  removal  of  the  domineering  power  of  evil  spirits, 
and  (2),  by  the  glorification  of  Christ's  human  nature  as 
the  medium  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  love  and  wisdom  and 
power  to  human  souls.  Was,  then,  such  redemption 
only  for  those  who  believe  ?  It  was  for  all  to  the  extent 
of  imparting  spiritual  freedom  and  ability  to  be  saved  to 
all ;  it  becomes  operative  only  in  those  who,  being  free 
to  do  so,  look  to  the  Lord  and  keep  His  ways  of  life. 

III.  The  old  theology  taught  that  the  Atonement  was 
a  satisfaction  made  to  the  offended  justice  of  God  by  the 
sufferings  and  death  of  the  unoffending  Christ,  for  as 
many  of  the  human  race  as  believe  in  such  atonement ; 
that  the  blood  which  cleanseth  from  all  sin  was  the 
natural  blood  of  Christ  shed  upon  the  cross ;  and  that 
man  is  accounted  clean  in  the  sight  of  God  through  his 
faith  in  the  shedding  of  Christ's  blood  for  him. 

The  new  theology  teaches  that  the  Atonement  is  the 
reconciliation  of  man  to  God  through  his  restoration  to 
harmony  with  the  law  of  spiritual  life,  by  obedience  to 
the  Divine  Truth  and  reception  of  Divine  Life  into  his 
own ;  that  the  blood  which  cleanseth  from  all  sin  is  the 
life  of  truth  which  flows  in  from  the  Lord  to  circulate 
as  purifying  life-blood  in  the  regenerating  soul;  and 
that  man  is  purified  from  his  sins  by  affectionate  and 
willing  obedience  to  the  Divine  Truth,  which  is  the 
Lord's  will  as  revealed  to  him.  The  Gospel  doctrine  of 
atonement  is  the  doctrine  of  reconciliation,  and  it  is 
this  :  That  "  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world 
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unto  Himself,"yfrj/  in  His  own  person  through  the  glori- 
fication of  the  human  nature  which  He  assumed,  and 
secondly,  through  that  glorified  nature  in  the  souls  of  men, 
enabling  them  to  live  a  righteous  life  in  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  Divine  Truth.  Therefore  the  life  of  Jesus 
Christ  on  earth  as  recorded  in  the  Gospels — His  birth, 
works,  sufferings,  death,  resurrection,  and  ascension — 
is  an  embodiment  and  manifestation  of  God's  presence 
and  work  in  human  souls ;  His  Divine  Word  of  truth 
being  born  in  man,  growing,  working  miracles,  casting 
out  devils,  suffering,  dying,  triumphing,  and  rising  again, 
according  as  the  struggle  progresses  between  good  and 
evil,  between  saving  truth  and  the  rebellious  soul  which 
it  comes  to  enlighten,  conquer,  redeem,  and  save. 

The  old  theology  taught  that  all  who  have  died 
are  without  bodies;  that  at  some  unknown  judgment- 
day  on  earth  their  souls  will  again  be  clothed  with  the 
bodies  left  behind  in  this  earth ;  and  that  they  will  be 
judged  to  everlasting  happiness  or  eternal  torment, 
according  as  they  have  accepted  or  failed  to  accept  the 
conditions  of  justification  through  faith  in  Christ's  death; 
and  that  the  heathen,  therefore,  who  have  not  known  of 
Christ's  atonement  must  eternally  suffer. 

The  new  theology  teaches  that  death  is  the  renuncia- 
tion of  the  material  body;  that  man  then  rises  in  his 
spiritual  body  and  is  judged  in  the  spiritual  worid  accord- 
ing to  the  character  which  he  has  freely  acquired  to 
himself  through  obedience  to  his  best  light ;  that  all  in 
every  land  who  have  feared  God  and  kept  His  command- 
ments are  accepted  of  Him ;  that  none  are  condemned 
through  ignorance,  but  all  who  are  willing  to  learn  are 
taught  in  the  spiritual  world ;  that  none  are  condemned 
for  past  deeds,  except  in  so  far  as  those  deeds  have 
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registered  themselves  in  character  and  Ae^^"J°  ^^"l 
tinue  in  them ;  that  the  Lord  casts  none  mto  hell,  but 
that  the  wicked  go,  from  unchangeable  preference, 
among  their  like,  just  as  the  well-disposed  receive  mstruc- 
tion  and  are  perfected  and  received  among  their  like  in 

heaven.  , 

The  old  theology  taught  nothing  worthy  of  the  name 
of  doctrine  concerning  the  spirit  of  man  and  the  spiritual 
world.     Its  future  paradise  was  to  be  on  earth,  and  its 
anomalous  heaven  and  hell  baffled  all  efforts  of  a  sane 
imagination  to  conceive,  being  carnal  and  material,  yet 
nowhere  in  particular.     The  outward  universe  had  m  its 
conception  no  soul,  being  only  a  piece   of  machmeiy 
created  out  of  nothing,  carrying  on  its  o^n  works  and 
destined  to  dissolution  and  reconstruction  at  the  last -day. 
But  the  new  theology  teaches  that  as  the  [spirit  of  man 
is  an  organized  form,  receptive  of  the  life  of  D.vme  Love 
and  Wisdom,  existing  in  its  own  spiritual  body  within  the 
body  of  flesh,  so  the  spiritual  world  is  a  world  of  sub- 
stances  and  forms  existing  within  the  "ftural  world,  and 
that  the  whole  is  perpetually  sustained  by  influx  from 
God  through  the  spiritual  world  into  the  natural  world 
When  man   renounces  the  physical  body  at  death  he 
comes  in  his  spiritual  body  into  the  spiritual  world  and 
into  sensible  cognizance  of  its  phenomena;  and  is  more 
at  home  there  and  more  immediately  responsive  to  its 
sensations  than  he  ever  was  in  the  world  of  the  physica 
senses     This  doctrine  is  not  only  rational  in  itselt,  it  is 
in  harmony  with  our  intuitions  of  immortality  and  our 
tacit  belief  as  to  the  departed,  and  it  is  explanatory  of 
much  that  otherwise  baffles  analysis  in  the  problems 
of  life  and  organization  as  presented  to  natural  science. 
Perhaps  in  respect  to  no  other  of  its  teachmgs  has  the 
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new  theology  found  so  ready  a  response  in  the  popular 
mind  and  heart  as  in  this  concerning  the  spiritual  world 
and  future  life.  Unconsciously  it  has  been  assimilated 
by  Christian  thought  to  an  extent  which  testifies  both  to 
man*s  need  of  more  definite  belief  in  the  life  to  come,  and 
to  the  fitness  of  this  doctrine  to  assert  its  own  authority 
and  truthfulness.  Indeed,  in  the  statement  and  contrast 
between  the  old  theology  and  the  new  thus  far,  you  will 
not  have  failed  to  notice  how  strikingly  current  teaching 
deviates  from  the  old  statements  and  approximates  in 
many  respects  to  the  new.  It  is  against  the  old  theology, 
however,  that  modern  scepticism  is  directed;  and  the 
effort  of  the  modern  pulpit  to  adjust  itself  to  the  new 
demand  is  crippled  with  the  grave-clothes  of  dead 
formulas.  It  carries  no  authority,  because  it  has  none ; 
it  is  tentative  in  statement,  because  it  sees  nothing  with 
clearness  and  certainty.  And  this  brings  me  to  speak  of 
the  new  doctrine  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  Without  a 
Word  of  God,  a  Revelation  immediately  inspired,  as  a 
medium  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  truth,  we  can  see  no  spiritual 
subjects  in  their  own  light;  and  if  men  regard  that  Word 
as  of  human  origin,  and  search  for  heavenly  light  among 
its  merely  earthly  facts  and  histories,  this  method,  like 
sight  through  an  inverted  telescope,  will  onlyVemove  and 
obscure  the  objects  of  vision.  Error  in  regard  to  the 
Bible  is  the  foundation  of  error  in  regard  to  all  religious 
truth ;  when  its  true  character  is  seen  and  understood  it 
becomes  the  lamp  of  life.] 

V.  The  old  theology  taught  indeed  that  the  Bible  is 
the  Word  of  God,  but  it  had  renounced  "  the  spirit  that 
quickeneth."  It  taught  that  it  was  written  by  inspired 
men,  and  is  an  infallible  rule  of  faith ;  but  it  held  the 
subject  of  its  revelation  to  be  the  earthly  history  of  the 
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Chosen  people,  and  had  no  discnnnnat.on  be  ^een  the 
genuine  and  apparent  truths  of  faith  in  its  letter.  And 
when  men  began  to  study  the  Scriptures  for  themselves, 
finding  so  many  seeming  contradictions  m  the  letter,  see- 
ing an  apparent  conflict  between  its  natural  sense  and 
the  discoveries  of  science,  so  many  supposed  fables  and 
myths  in  its  historical  narratives,  the  old  theology  pre- 
sented no  barrier  to  unbdief,  and  was  unable  to  show 
wherein  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God  and  the  fountam 
of  wisdom  to  angels  and  men. 

The  new  theology  reveals  the  wonderful  truth  that  the 
Scriptures  are  Divine  by  virtue  of  their  havmg  a  spiritual 
or  supernatural  meaning ;  that  they  contam  beneath  the 
literal  sense,  in  which  are  presented  apparent  truths,  a 
deeper  and   entirely  distinct  spiritual  sense,  which  is 
essentially  Divine  and  the  very  Word  of  God  5  and  that 
the  Divine  Truth  clothes  its  own  glory  and  brightness 
with  the  cloud  or  veil  of  the  letter  of  Scripture  thus  with 
"parables,"  "proverbs,"  "dark  sayings  of  old,       alle- 
gories," and  natural  types  and  symbols,  that  it  may  so  m 
modified  form  be  adapted  to  the  comprehension  of  men 
in  all  grades  and  states  of  religious  life,  even  the  lowest. 
The    Bible  has  not   mainly  to  do  with  the  persons 
and  times  and  places  mentioned  in  its  letter,  any  more 
than  the  wheat  has  mainly  to  be  esteemed  for  the  chaff 
which  protects  it  in  its  growth,  or  the  fountain  fo    the 
walls  of  the  well  that  enclose  its  waters.      The  literal 
expressions  of  Scripture  are  "  wells  of  salvation    whose 
Divine  use  is  to  bring  to  man  the  water  of  truth jvuhin 
them ;  they  are  ears  of  com  which  contain  the  wheat  of 
Divine  Goodness,  and  yield  its  nourishment  to  the  man 
who  will  rub  off  and  blow  away  the  dead  literal  shea  h 
that  invests  it.      When  man  fixes  his  attention  whoUy 
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upon  the  histories  and  stories  of  the  Bible  as  natural 
events,  and  its  actors  as  earthly  persons,  without  thinking 
of  the  Divine  principles  which  relate  to  the  soul  and  its 
spiritual  progress  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  then  "  the 
letter  killeth."  Because,  then  the  casket  is  prized  instead 
of  the  jewel,  the  expression  instead  of  the  sense,  the  sign 
instead  of  the  thing  signified. 

The  new  theology  teaches  us  not  only  that  there  is  such 
a  distinct  spiritual  sense  within  the  letter  of  Scripture  by 
virtue  of  which  it  is  Divine  and  the  Word  of  God,  but 
that  it  is  written  according  to  that  same  law  by  which  the 
world  is  created,  and  according. to  which  all  natural  and 
spiritual  things  are  related.  "  Nature  corresponds  to  and 
represents  the  spiritual  world  of  mind,  whether  it  is  the 
human  or  Divine  mind  ;  so  does  the  natural  sense  of  the 
Word  correspond  to  the  spiritual  sense.  The  spiritual 
sense  is  the  Divine  Truth  proceeding  from  God,  extend- 
ing down  through  all  the  angelic  heavens  into  the  world 
of  human  thoughts  and  deeds,  where  it  takes  on  the 
imagery  of  natural  things  and  their  history."  And  the 
law  of  correspondence  which  is  taught  in  the  new  theo- 
logy shows  this  spiritual  truth  in  its  literal  type  and 
expression,  and  lifts  the  mind  into  a  spiritual  plane  of 
thought  and  vision  where  the  fallacies  of  sense  and  the' 
mere  appearances  of  truth  no  longer  mislead.  We  may 
say,  then,  "The  Bible  is  a  collection  of  pictures,  some  of 
which  are  copies  of  events  in  this  world,  others  of  events 
in  the  spiritual  world.  There  are  spiritual  as  well  as 
natural  facts ;  but  fact  and  figure,  parable  and  song, 
miracle  and  vision,  are  all  given  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
embodying  and  revealing  spiritual  truth  in  natural  forms. 
These  natural  symbols  are  so  arranged  that  they  express 
a  continuous  and  systematic  revelation  of  the  genuine 
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principles  of  the  Divine  nature  and  of  man's  nature  in 
an  orderly  and  logical  manner.'*  And  this  spiritual  sense 
of  the  Scriptures  revealed  in  the  new  theology  not  only 
gives  to  the  mind  the  knowledge  of  genuine  truths,  but 
lifts  it  into  a  new  plane  of  thought  and  judgment.  It  lifts 
the  mind  above  the  fogs  of  the  senses,  and  out  of  the 
controversies  which  beset  merely  natural  science  and 
thought,  into  the  light  of  genuine  truth,  and  leads  man 
to  confess  with  humility  and  joy,  "Whereas  I  was  blind, 
now  I  see." 

It  is  this  spiritual  sense  of  the  Word,  opened  m  the 
new  theology  to  rational  thought,  that  is  the  fountain  of 
all  its  teachings.     In  the  light  of  it  they  are  seen  to  be 
from  the  Lord  out  of  heaven,  and  thus  true,  harmonious, 
and  authoritative.    The  apparent  contradictions  of  Scrip- 
ture, as  that  God  is  both  love  and  wrath,  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  both  God  and  man,  infinite  and  infirm,  are  seen  to  per- 
tain entirely  to  the  sensuous  mind,  to  be  mere  appear- 
ances of  truth  to   natural   thought,  arising   out  of  the 
contrariety  of  human  states.     In  drawing  the  mind  from 
these  natural  limitations  and  appearances  the  new  theo- 
logy  shows   the  harmony  of  all  revelation  in  the  two 
Divifie  pri7iciples  of  goodness  and  truth  and  their  opera- 
tion in  the  soul  of  ma?i.     Thus  God  is  love  and  wisdom 
in  their  absolute  being.     The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  this 
love  and  wisdom,  clothed  with  a  humanity  which  they 
have  glorified.     The  Holy  Spirit  is  this  love  and  wisdom 
going  forth   as   the   life  and   light   of  all   souls.     The 
human  soul  is  an  organic,  spiritual  form  recipient  of  this 
love  and  wisdom.   Redemption,  with  its  orderly  sequences 
— reformation  and  regeneration — are  the  constant  oper- 
ation of  Divine  Love  and  Wisdom  becoming  effective 
in  man's  character.     The  Holy  Scriptures  are  the  verbal 


m 


> 


30 


Swedenborg  and  Scepticism, 


Swedenborg  and  Scepticism. 


31 


expression  of  love  and  wisdom  through  prophets,  seers, 
and  evangelists,  who  spoke  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  whose   meaning   is   to   be   spiritually      ■ 
discerned.     Creation  is  but  a  lower  manifestation  and 

A. 

effect    of  the  same  substantial  love  and  wisdom,  and 
therefore  is  everywhere  correspondent  to  them.    Baptism     \ 
and  the  Holy  Supper  are  their  symbols  in  the  Christian     * 
Church.     Charity  and  faith  are  their  product  and  image 
in  man.     Heaven  is  the  state  of  their  union  in  the  soul, 
and  thus  the  scene  of  their  fruits,  uses,  and  delights  in 
the  s®uls  of  the  redeemed  in  the  other  world.      Hell  is      ^ 
the  state  of  their  perversion  in  the  soul,  and  thus  the 
scene  in  the  other  world  of  the  consequences,  abuses, 
and  insane  pleasures  of  evil  love  and  folly  in  the  souls  of 
the  rebellious.     These  genuine  doctrines  of  the  internal 
or  spiritual  sense  of  the  Word  constitute,  in  their  revela- 
tion to  man,  the  Second  Coming  of  the  Lord. 

VI.  The  old  theology  taught  that  the  Second  Coming 
of  the  Lord  was  to  be  a  personal  coming  like  the  First 
Advent — the  Lord  manifesting  Himself  in  bodily  form  to 
gather  His  elect  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  world  and 
establish  them  in  an  earthly  paradise. 

The  new  theology  teaches  that  the  Gospel  prophecies 
of  the  Second  Advent  were  never  intended  to  receive 
a  literal  fulfilment ;  that  His  Second  Coming  is  not  a 
personal  manifestation  in  the  flesh,  as  was  His  First 
Coming ;  that  what  He  came  to  do  in  the  Incarnation 
He  did  perfectly ;  that  what  was  promised  as  His  Second 
Advent  was  such  a  revelation  of  the  Word,  which  is  Him-  ^ 
self,  as  would  fulfil  and  carry  forward  the  work  of  His 
First  Advent.  The  judgment  which  was  to  precede  His 
Second  Coming  was  not  the  "  end  of  the  world,"  as  we  < 
commonly  read,  but  the  "  consummation  of  the  age  " — 
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the  end  of  the  first  dispensation  of  Christianity  in  the 
falsification  of  the  truth  and  the  perversion  of  life  in  the 

I  Church.  And  the  Second  Coming  of  the  Lord  to  follow 
is  the  revelation  of  the  genuine  spiritual  truth  which  is 
in,  and  which  is  the  Lord  in,  the  types  and  images  of  the 
letter  of  Holy  Scripture.  When  the  Word  was  denied 
in  the  Churches  and  its  doctrines  perverted  the  Lord 
came  as  He  promised  by  opening  the  things  which  He 
had  said  and  done  in  parables,  to  "show  us  plainly  of 
the  Father,"  to  reveal  the  spiritual  and  eternal  glory  of 
the  written  Word  as  containing  theXiving  Word  Himself. 
And  this  revelation  of  the  Divine  and  spiritual  meaning 
of  the  Word  the  Lord  accomplished  by  means  of  a  man 

iS  called  and  prepared  to  receive  and  expound  it  to  the 
world.  ' 

The  Second  Coming  of  the  Lord  has,  of  course,  its 

Godward  and  its  manward  sides.     On  its  Divine  side  it 

is  a  new  influx  of  power  impelling  man  to  new  activity  of 

"       affection  and  thought,  and  is  accomplished  of  His  own 

will  and  power,  without  the  will  and  consent  of  man ; 

but  on  its  manward  side  it  is  the  revelation  of  such  new 

and  genuine  Divine  Truths  from  the  Word  of  God  as 

will  enlighten  and  guide   this  impulse.     And  this,   we 

believe,  is  what  the  Churches  need  to  recognise.     They 

feel  the  impulse,  the  "  spirit  of  the  age,"  which  is  the 

\y     Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  His  Second  Coming;  they  need 

the  newly-revealed  truths  of  the  internal  sense  of  the 

Word,  which  will  explain,  enlighten,  guide,  and  make 

L     efficient  for  good  the  impulse  they  feel  but  do  not  yet 

understand. 

Now  is  there  aught  in  all  this  at  which  sound  reason 

I      may  cavil  ?     Is  there  not  manifestly  in  it  the  involved 

answer  to  all  those  questions  which  men  are  so  anxiously 
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asking;  a  completeness,  reasonableness,  and  practical 
directness,  calculated  to  quiet  doubts,  enlighten  the  mind, 
solve  the  problems  of  duty,  and  inspire  the  motives  and 
conduct  of  life?  So  we  beHeve;  and  so  believing  we 
preach,  that  if  any  will  heed  they  may  come  and  see. 
When  the  discourse  of  our  Lord  had  searched  the  heart 
of  the  woman  at  the  well,  revealing  all  things  of  her  life, 
and  the  Divine  means  for  her  help,  she  went  out  to  her 
friends  and  neighbours,  saying,  **  Come  see  a  man  that 
told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did."  So  we,  having  found 
in  these  doctrines  of  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Holy 
Word  our  own  doubts,  and  evils,  and  errors,  and  needs 
revealed,  and  the  Divine  answer  and  way  of  life  made 
plain,  say  to  you,  "  Come  and  see,  is  not  this  the  Christ 
in  His  spiritual  Coming  for  the  renewal  and  restoration 
of  His  Church  ?  "  Coming,  and  listening  to  His  heavenly 
teachings,  may  you  feel  in  your  hearts  their  Divine? 
authority  and  power,  that  you  may  so  be  able  to  testify 
as  the  Samaritans  said,  "  Now  we  believe,  not  because  of 
thy  word,  for  we  have  seen  Him  ourselves,  and  know 
that  this  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God." 
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